Why Scouting Still Matters
Nine years ago this week, my first grade son Ross handed me a note he had filled in using his six-year-old scrawl, saying “Dad, I want to be a Cub Scout.”  I recall the wave of nostalgia that washed over me as I read that little request.  I had been a Scout myself as a kid, and I wanted to provide this experience for my first-born son.  All we had to do was attend a School Night for Scouting Rally that night, and sign up.  So off we went, with precious little idea of what might be involved but with enthusiasm to spare.  “It’s only an hour a week” the Unit Commissioner told us.  She emphasized, however, that BSA stands for Boy Scouts, not Babysitters, of America.  Parent participation is the key, she repeated (over and over).  Okay, I thought, one hour a week I can handle.  And so our great adventure of scouting began.  But why sign up?  What difference could it possibly make?  Glad you asked…

Last fall, Harris Interactive randomly surveyed 1524 adults and 1714 children (from both public and private schools) to assess the impact of scouting in a number of areas.  
First, and perhaps most impressively from my point of view as a school board president, was that participation in scouting improves school performance.  Twenty nine percent of those involved in scouting for five or more years classified themselves as “mostly A” students, compared to 17% of those never involved.  In contrast, individuals not ever associated with scouting were three times as likely to report being “mostly B or C” students as were long-time (5+ year) scouts.  In addition, both high school and college graduation rates were improved for those having had some affiliation with scouting.  The latter of these, college graduation, accounted for an impressive differential; 35% of those with five or more years of scouting experience graduated from college, compared to 19% without this exposure.  This translates into a nearly $20,000 per year difference in income, and an increased likelihood of being a homeowner.  

Beyond the purely economic benefits of being involved in scouting, however, are a number of less tangible, yet no less important advantages.  The survey indicated that participating in scouting improves self-confidence, as well as empathy and respect for others.  Scouts are also more physically fit, environmentally aware, and patriotic than their counterparts.  Lest anyone conclude that scouting precludes other extracurricular activities for boys and young men, let me share one more fact.  Those involved in scouting are also more (not less) likely to be involved in organized sports, the arts, hobbies, and school clubs.  

The data, and the message, are clear.  Scouts are achievers, joiners, and doers.  They participate fully in life, and they benefit in many ways.  My three boys continue to enjoy the advantages of scouting, as do my wife and I.  I will warn you, however, about that one hour per week.  It’ll become more…and you’ll be very happy when it does.
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